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the plainest facts by symbolic figures. These
records have come down to us on portions
of carved slates, with scenes in high relief.
From these we see that there were five races
of different types included in the conquests
of the incoming people, who united the land
and founded the dynastic history. Our know-
ledge of the kings before the first dynasty,
and of that and the second dynasty, is de-
rived entirely from discoveries of objects in
the royal tombs from the deposit of Hiera-
konpolis, and from historic lists on a few
monuments of later age, and those preserved

zation which then existed. After the decay of
this civilization, which lasted until about
3335 B.C., many centuries of rude imitation
followed. There was a revival of splendid
works in the twelfth dynasty (2778-2565
B.C.). The thirteenth and fourteenth dynas-
ties were an age of decay. The seventeenth
dynasty reveals a gradually increasing power
that led to the most showy and best-known
age of ancient civilization, that of the eigh-
teenth dynasty, 1587-1328 BC. Tutankhamen
was one of the kings in this dynasty, which
extended the power of Egypt to its farthest
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Along the River Nile.

Cultivation is carried to the waters edge, row on row of vegetables and grain being
added as the overflow gradually recedes. The river freighters in the picture to the right
are known as 'Markubs.'

to us from the history written in Greek by
Manetho about 270 B.C. These later authori-
ties show hardly any discordances from 'the
contemporary monuments of the tombs. Mena
appears to have first united the whole of
Egypt in one kingdom, and is always re-
corded as the first king of the first dynasty,
4777-4514 B.C. The period of the second dy-
nasty is 4514-4212 B.C., and of the third,
4212-3998 B.C. The age of grandest construc-
tion begins with the fourth dynasty, the pyr-
amid builders, 3998-3721 B.C.

The pyramid of each king was begun early
in his reign on one definite plan, and in only
one or two cases was it enlarged. The private
tombs of this age are grander and more full
of sculpture and detail than in any later time,
and they supply a full view of the high civlli-

limits. The native Egyptian civilization was
greatly altered by the influx of Syrians and
their products, and a strong influence of the
Mycenaean art of Greece is also seen. The
great number of richly decorated private
tombs shows the wealth of the time and the
growth of an army of officials. The arts
flourished, not only in stonecarving and other
inherited crafts, but also in new directions,
particularly glass-working and the use of
glazes for decoration. Literature also became
more elaborate, and a great quantity of papyri
has been preserved from this age. The nine-
teenth dynasty was military in spirit and an
age of continual degradation.
There followed a period of general dissolu-
tion with the Ethiopians in control at the
close of the twenty-fifth dynasty, 665 B*C.